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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ZAGREB 559 
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TAGS: PFOR, SCUL, YO 

SUBJECT: TENTH ANNUAL AMERICAN TAMBURITZAN FESTIVAL IN ZAGREB 

1 . THE TENTH ANNUAL JUNIOR TAMBURITZAN FESTIVAL OF THE CROATIAN 
FRATERNAL UNION OF AMERICA WAS HELD IN ZAGREB FROM JULY 1 THROUGH 
5, 1976, THE FIRST TIME IN YUGOSLAVIA FOR THIS FESTIVAL. 

2. SPONSORED BY THE CROATIAN EMIGRANTS HEADQUARTERS (MATICA 
ISELJENIKA HRVATSKE) MD THE OCCASION OF THE US BICENTENNIAL, THE 
OFFICIAL FESTIVAL OPENING TOOK PLACE JULY 2, BEFORE A FULL HOUSE 
OF 1800 PEOPLE AT ZAGREB'S CONCERT HALL, VATROSLAV LISINSKI. 

FOUR OF THE US JUNIOR TAMBURITZAN GROUPS AND ONE GROUP FROM YUGO- 
S 

VIA PERFORMED FOR THE ENTHUSIASTIC AUDIENCE. SPEAKERS AT THE 
OPENING CEREMONIES INCLUDED VICE-PRESIDENT OF CROATIA MIRKO BOZIC 
AND CG HERBERT KAISER, WHO WAS QUOTED IN THE ZAGREB DAILY, "VJESNIK," 
JULY 4, AS FOLLOWS: 8" I AM DELIGHTED BY THIS VISIT OF AMERIVFUNS 
OF YUGOSLAV ORIGIN, WHO ARE A PART, BUT AN IMPORTANT PART OF OUR 
SOCIETY. THIS VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA IN THE YEAR OF OUR BICENTENNIAL 
IS OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE; IT IS THE OCCASION FOR REMEMBERING OUR 
DEVOTION TO AMERICAN PRINCIPLES, IDEALS, AND HOPES FOR FREEDOM 
AND INDEPENDANCE OF THE INDIVIDUAL.” THE PROGRAM WAS REPEATED WITH 
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AND ANOTHER YUGOSLAV GROUP. 

3. EARLIER FRIDAY, ZAGREB MAYOR IVO VRHOVEC HOSTED A NOON RECEPTION 
FOR ALL THE AMERICAN VISITORS. 

4. ON SATURDAY, JULY 3, PRESIDENT OF THE CROATIAN PRESIDENCY, 

JAKOV BLAZEVIC, HOSTED A RECEPTION FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE CROATIAN 
FRATERNAL UNION, HONORING THE US BICENTENNIAL. AMONG THE IMPORTANT 
OFFICIALS PRESENT WAS JOSIP VRHOVEC, MEMBER OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE 
LCY, BLAZEVIC READ AIMESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TITO ADDRESSED TO THE 
TENTH ANNUAL JUNIOR TAMBURITZAN FESTIVAL, IN WHICH HE SAID: " LOOK 
UPON YOU PROUDLY. YOU ARE NOBLY CARRYING OUT THE MISSION OF 
SPREADING BROTHERHOOD AND UNITY AMONG OUR EMIGRANTS AND ARE 
BUILDING A BRIDGE LEADING TO BROAD CULTURAL COOPERATION BETWEEN 
YUGOSLAVIA AND THE US, YOUR NEW HOMELAND." FRONT PAGE COVERAGE IN 
"VJESNIK," JULY 4, WAS GIVEN BOTH TO TITO'S MESSAGE AND TO THE 
RECEPTION. 

5.ISUNDAY MORNING, JULY 4, A SPECIAL TAMBURITZAN MASS AT THE ZAGREB 
CATHEDRAL WAS CELEBRATED. THE SERMON IN CROATIAN AND ENGLISH 
ALLUDED TO DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
YUGOSLAVIA TODAY AND STRESSED TIES LINKING CROATIANS AT HOM AND 
ABROAD. 

6. AT 1000 HOURS, A PARADE OF THE US TAMBURITZAN GROUPS BEGAN AT 
VATRSLAV LISINSKI CONCERT HALL, ENDING AT REPUBLIC SQUARAWN THE 
HEART OSR ZAGREB, THERE A THOUSAND PEOPLE GATHERED TO WATCH IN 
SWELTERING HEAT FOR 85 MINUTES THE GROUPS' PERFORMANCES. 

7. PRESS COVERAGESEFIQLL EVENTS WAS EXCELLENT: TWO DOZEN ARTICLES, 
SOME FULL-PAGE WITH PICTURES, APPEARED IN THE TWO LEADING ZAGREB 
DAILIES, "VJESNIK'' AND "VECERNJI LIST," MANY LINKING THE TENTH 
ANNUAL TAMBURITZAN FESTIVAL VISIT TO CROATIAY TTH THE US CELEBRA- 
TION OF ITU BICENTENNIAL. 

8. THE ABOVE EVENTS CLIMAXED VISITS BY THE TAMBURITZAN GROUPS TO 
OTHER PARTS OF YUGOSLAVIA, INCLUDING SERBIA, MACEDONIA, MONTE- 
NEGRO, AND BOSNIA. KAISER 
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